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And they had gnod neighbors, which
adde ] muvh o the plensaniness of thvie
sureouidiogs, for thongh neser con's n!
to lw separste from each olher even
for aday, our young friends en o.el
bnving thelr soquamutencos drop in on
them, and often vishted smong (heir
oeighiom, spending the evening
Binday aft rhoon

They heard vegularly from Luey =
parenis, and quite ire wently from.len
nic and her husband, who were #'ill
Culpses and dulng wall,
st 20 il steady  smployment, and the
wore camforiable and happy.

Mroand Mre  Parsote lind now fu'ly
Qe hdodd v sell thalr home on the monnt
nn ot lie Des opportunity, and wove
to e Sloi ch o their out-of-the way 1o
cition n'one op Tab ny agninst [heneady
snivc ol Lle ?MA'-I.

Megntime Frastos and Lucy worke |
an

I Teee b of op. hard and vooeyard was
incromenl by the plauting of other (vacs
wod nes.  Hose bushes wore ot ot Al
t « corners of the poreh and ben ot |
the windows, and evervrs ns and
puwermg shrubas in the front vard

I'h e wdim devigating  diteh ba
boett complet «f the vear hefors, tho
work of earrying the water whorever
nevdid, by means of gmall side d welhios,
wis comparatively essy and ipal, so
thnt some preity broad tiells of | rain
and gr &1 ware beginning 1o dretoh
away on every side of their coljage

Bt now came a lertib'e rumor

It was wold dooht ngly at e s
suiet oy that eonld hardly be pogs
hie - thut a ralirond eaupany Inld elmom
to the Innils about the Siouth, and
waild eompel payment of the r prevent
minra t valive, all improvements incind-
wil, or syiot the homesteadors from pos
yeasjon,

The sottlers genorally Inughed at the
tale, pe being started Ly some one for
the purpose of givin: them a fright,

+ What!"' they sad, **the talleoad
comipany clsim our | nds! Why, the
Janil was absolutely valueless, thought
nol o be worth paying tixes on, untl
we irr gated 1t and budlt houses and put
out oreliards and vineyards

“ Bes dea, the Inoid grant Ly Uon;rew
was tmade 1o 8 company whose charter
fixed the Ve of their road mom than &
hundred miles away, on the other side
of n range of moun'sins; and oven this
grent the oompany has forfulted long
awo, the time In which the ropd was to
Bie bu 1t in onder to obtaln the lnnd | ay-
Ing nepived two years since, and the
road Is not hulie yet"

[t secmied absird for snybo iv to talk
alout u rudrond company having =
elnim to thelr Iands, when they re-
rwied them lwﬂllvlﬂ.oeﬂ. anil wore
almost ready €6 prove up vn them
upder the Homisend snd |

ar

——

It hed Fema done, Wo. without oailial,
and of mn who wirs fafood 1o ]
Lo piselyss mid their families while the
transformation was baing made.
Cpohands and vieeynrds were loaded

mws.
. Yet thers wore tlioss who wers less
onsily disnrmed of foar.

Tiey kpew thatin lows s railroad
company had dispossessed settlors who
bad netus'ly proved up mnd received | wity frint (b o and apples, peaches,
deds to their rmn.n from the Govern- | p uns, 8 rleots, pears, pine-spples, lem-

| mank RS b e Lon . pomegranstes, neotarines - all
There wore thoss smong them, toe, | somi tropeal fruit , and some which

who b su Toved (rom the overflow of | row n whi e vlse oute'de of the tropies

by .raul o mines, others from the Suscol | the s lies, were S0 be fovnd im full

| Kanch, uod yet others who had  ulferad
from anoroschments of ourporst ons in
sthir “tates and other portion: of this

hear ng npon the irrigated lands of the
seitiers at Mussel Slough.
Groon fi-lds grew broader and gresn-

State, anid those wers propared to be- | or,  iule Vocks and herds of esitle
teve that nothing was too proposterois gyl s cop were to be ssen feeding on
for the ra‘lrond company to eln my i it8 | yje ¢ vepetation which eame with
officers thought thore was thie remolest | the wnier that oersprend the land
shanoe of onforoing it, either by f&ir | (o i the system of rr gatin ¢ ditches;
neans or foul aod o4 the vesult of all this, mew and

When Erastos Hemmingway heard | preity cottwges woos mking the place of
e rumor Wls heart sunk. for he bad [ the wiv ohe b huts o which pearly all
wan tot much of the heartlessness snd | had 1l eon forced to live during the lirst

Al Jopst En’

growd of corporations not to

wordt, anid he at onea too's steps Lo as-
| sertain the truth,

He wrote ta the headquarters of the
wmpany, reposting what be had heard,
wd Illfng

statement that the ¢ mpaoy professed
to hiuve any olaim tothe land ln the vi
cinliy of the Slough.
In reply he recelved s letter and also
& clroniar, |
The letior waa signod by the Prosl.
dent of the rallrond eompany. and was
to the @ "ect that the company ‘o
be allowed the oriv nal grant of landa
mnde by Congress in ald of the road,
but the bonndar e< of the ¢ rant had oot
been determined, snd probably would
not be lor some tme
Monuwiiile, the "et or went on to say,
the cott] s conld by pesured that in no
onse =honlid thew be the losere as, i W
shor Wl event ally b deterniined that
the land  which t ey ocoupied was
withm t e Litnlis of the greant to the
romil. the oompaay  pledged itsell w
tean for It W th cosupant: on pay-
ma Lol the Govarnment prics, lurrlt.-
ot on wes el ol o the secompauying
clresine. eaplis o whivh, the letter
il ben desoid ek dis vibuted
all over th e et for e purpose of
fud o ong lm.-]-l 1 to take up land st the
Slongh,  Tuls creniar also contsined a
pledge that o d 1o be withip the
K nnt of £ i ress (o the road, the com-
o ¥ wonll tiae sfer the Iand to who-
Lever ad Dprove | it lnimediately on
prom nt o the Loy rnment proe
Ih « lotter. tn ¢ in connection with
tha ehrvn'nes whier wers seattered
freels wmo ¢ the soit'ors, if it did not
fromove wll o ding of fesr from the

win s of Brasius and s few others, did |

st v to by the conaral alaem, which
wos b foreon the i ¢ vase, and lmprove-
mofs Woent onoas ustal,

T e circulirsof the company sent o
otlier potions of the State had the de-
sived eidoe’, mnid vory soon other fami-
lies bogmy ta oong in in conahlerable
numiers, all tiking ap olnima and re-
Iving upon the printed pledges of the
company 10t i no oams -,lmll the lund
eost moro Lian the price asked by Gov-

ernment for wobi lands,
|50 msspod on,

And now those who eame first lo the
Slough Yog o toreap abu daotly of the
frut of  hoir lnbor and veranoe.

Sl wors of wrning averiiablo desert

omption Mo 8 caidnn Cad Lesa aceomnlished

Ihlmr\u.lnl:rt.mtlllnlhtl

| xonrs of their residence; it was in
| the st of chlnoﬁmqwr.l;. when want
| had  eon ban shed |y ?'urs ol paticot,
L pecover ng til, anld they were rejolo-
g uver Loubles past, and the thought
thut jor the rost of their dmys lﬁn}
could take life ensy, that the stroke
"eamo whi b turncd all toeir joy into
pmoviming, and chan od the curront of
Cthelc blood fromn the penceful fow of
[ et hoppy honvis to s secthing flood
'in heorts made hot with fear and
Py !
' s was no rumor from an nnknown
sontlow tint on ‘Mol theTr ears, swaking
Tt n some wod ¢ diculs in othors
Tiovas wol the fuliy moimo ing of &
d otat sto m (ha! might never rench
e, Turt e saiddon ragh of € whirl-
wingl: thie fash of the 1i hining the
fnll nyg of the thanderiolt frow & sunny
“aly, It enne neaonotice f om the eall

oud o o toed b oseltlor, inform-
e o fan! e vl 8 tres asse on the
e of e comighiny, ana mast mme
digres et onless hewas pre ared

to poe sl e of the lends ocenpled
b b ow, which hal been carefu IV ap-
p usal, g0 the potics read, by om-
poeat ndges, whose callninte of the
valn  of ench (unrterscve’on nccom-
p ol tha notive.

This  appraisement ranged from ten
ts thirty-live dollars oer sero: that of
Erastug Hemmingway belng thirty dol-
Inrs p v uere, of a tolal of four thousand
sight hundeed  dol ars, which  he was
asked to pay to the milroad company
for the Iand i had redesmed from
desert or failing therein was ordered
o Al onee vaeate the premises

The excitement which the recoipt of
thes  notices onunsel onn be ima ins |

T eats of vengeance upon the ofii ers
of the comp..ny were bota Joud and fre-
_quent, and hiad they been present, thero
I8 no question as to what ther fate

would have been.  Duath in some form
would noe u stionably have been meted
oul to thew.
| But they wore pareful not o be pres
ent.
| They hal deliborately laid, and were
now ex-ouf ng, a plan to rob thess peo-
ple of their homes, and they were oo
‘ounning to vome within reach of tueir
[ vietims while the first hut flush of right-
| eous anger wis upon thein.
| With the power which their immense
| wealth, 1he wift of Uongre<s, cave them.

thay 'd not fenr Lthe courts or the Siate
(Cmuluuixf on next page.)
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